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in one of their raids on the river, had captured a
little Indian boy, a very clever little boy, so clever
that they would have been wiser if they had left
him alone. He was brought up as a servant,
whipped and ill-treated, and christened Frances-
quillo. One day he was missing. He had escaped
to th$ river and proved to be a genius of a kind.
For he almost immediately gained an extraordinary
influence over the tribes of the Magdalena. He
was barely sixteen years of age, yet thousands of
Indians were ready to obey him. Francesquillo
gave Lugo an uncommonly disagreeable time during
his ascent of the Magdalena, and subjected his
party to heavy loss. With any number of canoes
at his disposal, the audacious boy organised an
attack almost every day, pouring showers of
poisoned arrows into the laden boats.

At last Lugo's party reached the mouth of the
Opon, and he made the ascent of the mountains
with much loss and difficulty. When he reached
Velez, he was acknowledged as Governor, and
travelling thence to Santa F6 de Bogota he
assumed command, at once superseding Captain
Suarez Rondon. The expedition of Lugo brought
the first cattle, which rapidly multiplied on the
rich pastures of Bogota and Tunja.